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IGHLIGHTS
Thank you for considering the Florida State University College of Law.
We are proud of our law school, which continues to rise rapidly in national
rankings. Highlights include:
Our current students

Our academic programs

represent 37 states, 10

are top-notch. The US. News

countries and 222 colleges

& World Report rankings
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place us as 48th in the nation
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in terms of overall academic
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Hopkins, Michigan, Mount

shows us as having the 12th

Holyoke, Northwestern,

best environmental law

Princeton, Stanford, Tufts,

program in the nation and

U.C.L.A., U.N.C.-Chapel

the 21st best tax program,

Hill, U. of Pennsylvania,

tied with Columbia.
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Vanderbilt, Virginia,

Our gifted faculty
members are nationally

Wellesley, Williams

recognized scholars, known

and Yale.

for their interdisciplinary

...

work in economics, business,
intellectual property,
geography and philosophy.
Our faculty continually ranks
as one of the nation's 25 most
downloaded law faculty on
the Social Science Research
Network, with our tax
faculty in the top 15.
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first among the state's ten law
schools in two of the last
three administrations of the
Florida Bar Exam. Our
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I Our graduates have placed

graduates who take the exam
in other jurisdictions do
equally well.
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Our gifted faculty
members are nationally

)ia.

recognized scholars, known
for their interdisciplinary
work in economics, business,
~
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intellectual property,
geography and philosophy.
Our faculty continually ranks
as one of the nation's 25 most

Florida Bar Exam. Our
graduates who take the exam
in other jurisdictions do
equally well.

Our job
placement
record is truly
remarkable.
Ninety-nine
percent of the
classes of
2004,2005
and 2006 were
placed within
nine months of
graduation.

Our law school has been
lauded for its diversity both
by US. News & World Report
and by Hispanic Business
magazme.

downloaded law faculty on
the Social Science Research
Network, with our tax
faculty in the top 15.

Look through the following pages. Check out our law school's
Web site (www.law.fsu.edu). Visit the campus. Once you've taken a closer
look, we believe you will share in our enthusiasm about our law school.
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We are delighted that you

law journal manuscripts, moot court and mock

are considering the Florida

trial competitions, and directed independent

State University College of

studies.

Law. Students who choose to

Second, having a liberal arts orientation

Finally, as part of a graduate research
university, we profit from campus-wide
expertise. Faculty and students from other

st udy at our law school receive

means that our students have a special

departments frequently take part in our

a superb legal education with a

relationship among themselves. Our students

classes, workshops and programs, and our

strong liberal arts orientation.

have a strong sense of community. They are

students often take courses offered in other

To us, the liberal arts

proud of our law school and of one another.

departments. We also offer a wide variety of

orientation means several

They are confident in their successes and are

joint-degree programs.

things.

competitive without being cut-throat.

First, it means that we value close working

1hird, it means that our faculty greatly

This is a great place to attend law school i1
you want to become a lawyer. Our students

relationships among students and faculty of

values the insights of other disciplines that can

have done extremely well on the bar exam anc

the sort that characterize the best liberal arts

be brought to bear upon the study oflaw. To

in obtaining the jobs they want upon

colleges. Our faculty members are accessible to

our faculty, it is important to integrate into the

graduation. More importantly, whether you

our students. It is an important part of the

study of law insights from such diverse

want to become a lawyer in Atlanta, Chicago,

culture of our school that our faculty are

disciplines as history, philosophy, psychology,

New York, Tampa or Washington, D.C., this

available to teach students outside of the

sociology, economics and finance. The value

is a great place to become a well-educated

classroom as well as inside the classroom. To

placed on the insights of other disciplines is

lawyer.

the maximum extent possible, we want to

reflected in such specialized courses as Law

Thank you ,

work with you as new members of the legal

and Economics, Biodiversity and the Law and

profession to help you in this important time

Chinese Law Seminar. More importantly, the

of personal and professional growth. Not only

insights of other disciplines are pervasively

are our faculty accessible to our students, they

taught throughout our curriculum, beginning

Don Weidner

actively work with them on projects such as

with basic first-year courses such as Contracts,

Dean and Alu m ni Centennial Pr of esso r

Our faculty members are accessible to our
students. It is an important part of the culture of
our school that our faculty are available to teach
students outside of the classroom as well as inside
the classroom.
4
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:J Gary & Sallyn Pajcic
Professor Wayne Logan
senior crimina l law facu
member. He has helpe
our criminal law and cri1
just ice program o ne of 1
strongest in the region.
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law journal manuscripts, moot court and mock
trial competitions, and directed independent
studies.
Second, having a liberal arts orientation

Torts and Property.
Finally, as part of a graduate research
university, we profit from campus-wide
expertise. Faculty and students from other

means that our students have a special

departments frequently take part in our

relationship among themselves. Our students

classes, workshops and programs, and our

have a strong sense of community. They are

students often take courses offered in other

proud of our law school and of one another.

departments. We also offer a wide variety of

They are confident in their successes and are

joint- degree programs.

competitive without being cut-throat.
Third, it means that our faculty greatly

This is a great place to attend law school if
you want to become a lawyer. Our students

values the insights of other disciplines that can

have done extremely well on the bar exam and

be brought to bear upon the study oflaw. To

in obtaining the jobs they want upon

our faculty, it is important to integrate into the

graduation. More importantly, whether you

study of law insights from such diverse

want to become a lawyer in Atlanta, Chicago,

disciplines as history, philosophy, psychology,

New York, Tampa or Washington, D.C., this

sociology, economics and finance. The value

is a great place to become a well-educated

placed on the insights of other disciplines is

lawyer.

reflected in such specialized courses as Law

Thank you,

and Economics, Biodiversity and the Law and
Chinese Law Seminar. More importantly, the
insights of other disciplines are pervasively

~

taught throughout our curriculum, beginning

Don Weidner

with basic first-year courses such as Contracts,

Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor

:essible to our
1>art of the culture of
re available to teach
.room as well as inside

:J Gary & Sallyn Pajcic
Professor Wayne Logan is our
senior criminal law faculty
member. He has helped make
our criminal law and criminal
justice program one of the
strongest in the region.
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Our Approach to
Legal Education
When you're deciding on a
law school, consider Florida
State University. Consider the
high success rate of our
graduates on the state bar exam
and in finding employment.
Consider the law school's
location in a city with more
than 450 law firms and next
door to Florida's centers of
government and judicial power.
Most of all, consider Florida
State's excellent students and
faculty.

AN OUTSTANDING STUDENT BODY

Florida State University College of Law
students have extremely strong credentials,
including the highest average LSAT scores in the
state. Twenty-five percent of students in our 2007
entering class have LSAT scores of 162 or higher
and the average LSAT score is 160. The average
GPA is 3.5. Acceptance into our law school is
highly competitive, as we receive more than 15
applications for every seat in our entering class.
Our liberal arts orientation values students from a
wide variety of backgrounds. Currently, our
talented and diverse student body represents 37
states, 10 countries and 222 colleges and
universities.
Our students continue being successful after
they enroll in our school. During the 2006-2007
school year, students won first-place victories in
four major advocacy competitions, ranging from a
corporate law moot court competition in Delaware
to a religious freedom moot court competition in
Washington, D.C. Additionally, our three
student-edited journals have alI been rated high
on "impact factor" by Washington and Lee
University.

DYNAMIC FACULTY OF EXPERTS

Stimulating, day-to-day interactions between
our students and faculty characterize the
collaborative atmosphere at our law school and
often lead to lasting professional relationships
after our students graduate. Because of our liberal
arts orientation, we place great value on close
working relationships among students and faculty.
Students consistently tel1 us that our accessible,
dedicated faculty of experts is what makes their
law school experience so outstanding.
Our dynamic faculty is comprised of scholars
who make it a priority to be available for their
students inside and outside of the classroom.
Amazingly, they also find time for high-impact
scholarship. Our faculty continues to be one of the
nation's 25 most downloaded on the Social
Science Research Network, with our tax faculty in
the top 15. Additionally, law faculty at schools
across the nation teach from books written by our
faculty in subjects ranging from environmental
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law to tax law. Clearly, our
professors are regarded as
experts in the national legal
community.
In fact, our faculty is a
major reason why our law
school is recognized as one of
the nation's strongest by US.
News & World Report, which
shows us rising in overall
rankings to 48th best in terms
of academic reputation. US. News & World Report
also ranks our environmental law program as the
nation's 12th best and our tax law program 21st
nationally, tied with Columbia. We have also been
recognized by Hispanic Business magazine as one
of the nation's "Top Ten Law Schools for
Hispanics" for the past three years.
Our faculty also includes five librarians with
professional library degrees and five attorney/
librarians. Our ten library faculty teach one of the
most extensive series of courses, both long and
short, on electronic research methods.

A UNIVERSITY OF SCHOLARS

v;

T
Our law school is part of a comprehensive,
national, graduate research university. Studying
law at Florida State gives our students the
opportunity to combine their legal education with
training from other outstanding programs, such as
those in Business or in International Affairs.
Many Florida State academic programs
consistently rank among the top 25 among public
universities. Our students have opportunities to
work and study alongside members of the
National Academy of Sciences, members of the
Academy of Arts and Sciences, winners of the
Pulitzer Prize and Nobel Laureates.

UNRIVALED OPPORTUNITIES TO
INTERACT WITH THE PROFESSION

Our students love going to law school in
Tallahassee because of the city's many
opportunities for legal experience. Not only do
our students see the justice system and
government in action through their classes, but
they also have many opportunities to gain
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Florida State University College of Law
students have extremely strong credentials,
including the highest average LSAT scores in the
state. Twenty-five percent of students in our 2007
entering class have LSAT scores of162 or higher
and the average LSAT score is 160. The average
GPA is 3.5. Acceptance into our law school is
highly competitive, as we receive more than 15
applications for every seat in our entering class.
Our liberal arts orientation values students from a
wide variety of backgrounds. Currently, our
talented and diverse student body represents 37
states, 10 countries and 222 colleges and
universities.
Our students continue being successful after
they enroll in our school. During the 2006-2007
school year, students won first-place victories in
four major advocacy competitions, ranging from a
corporate law moot court competition in Delaware
to a religious freedom moot court competition in
Washington, D.C. Additionally, our three
student-edited journals have all been rated high
on "impact factor" by Washington and Lee
University.

DYNAMIC FACULTY OF EXPERTS

Stimulating, day-to-day interactions between
our students and faculty characterize the
collaborative atmosphere at our law school and
often lead to lasting professional relationships
after our students graduate. Because of our liberal
arts orientation, we place great value on close
working relationships among students and faculty.
Students consistently tell us that our accessible,
dedicated faculty of experts is what makes their
law school experience so outstanding.
Our dynamic faculty is comprised of scholars
who make it a priority to be available for their
students inside and outside of the classroom.
Amazingly, they also find time for high-impact
scholarship. Our faculty continues to be one of the
nation's 25 most downloaded on the Social
Science Research Network, with our tax faculty in
the top 15. Additionally, law faculty at schools
across the nation teach from books written by our
facu lty in subjects ranging from environmental

law to tax law. Clearly, our
professors are regarded as
experts in the national legal
community.
In fact, our faculty is a
major reason why our law
school is recognized as one of
the nation's strongest by US.
News & World Report, which
shows us rising in overall
rankings to 48th best in terms
of academic reputation. US. News & World Report
also ranks our environmental law program as the
nation's 12th best and our tax law program 21st
nationally, tied with Columbia. We have also been
recognized by Hispanic Business magazine as one
of the nation's "Top Ten Law Schools for
Hispanics" for the past three years.
Our faculty also includes five librarians with
professional library degrees and five attorney/
librarians. Our ten library faculty teach one of the
most extensive series of courses, both long and
short, on electronic research methods.

A

UNIVERSITY OF SCHOLARS

Our law school is part of a comprehensive,
national, graduate research university. Studying
law at Florida State gives our students the
opportunity to combine their legal education with
training from other outstanding programs, such as
those in Business or in International Affairs.
Many Florida State academic programs
consistently rank among the top 25 among public
universities. Our students have opportunities to
work and study alongside members of the
National Academy of Sciences, members of the
Academy of Arts and Sciences, winners of the
Pulitzer Prize and Nobel Laureates.

UNRIVALED OPPORTUN ITIES TO
INTERACT WITH THE PROFESSION

Our students love going to law school in
Tallahassee because of the city's many
opportunities for legal experience. Not only do
our students see the justice system and
government in action through their classes, but
they also have many opportunities to gain

tell us that our accessible,
dedicated faculty of experts
like Lois Shephe'rd, the
D'Alemberte Professor and
a bioethics and health law
expert, is what makes their
law school experience so
outstanding.

valuable, real-world work experience in
Tallahassee even before they graduate.
No law school in Florida is better situated
to offer law students more opportunities than
Florida State. Tallahassee is home to more
than 450 law firms and numerous government
agencies. Our law school is just steps away
from the state capitol, the Florida Supreme
Court, the First District Court of Appeal and
the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Florida. After students
complete their first year of law school, our
location provides them with ample
opportunities to work part-time.
We also offer students many opportunities
to earn academic credit through externships
with practicing lawyers who give them "hands
on" experience. We have one of the most
extensive clinical externship programs in the
nation. Students may even select international
externships in locations including London and
Sierra Leone.
Many students enter law school not
knowing what they want to do after they graduate.
Our location helps them make this important
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Ben Crump, '95, is a
founding partner of
Parks & Crump in
Tallahassee, one of
the most successful
personal injury law
firms in Rorida, and
the second largest
African-Americanowned plaintiff's law
firm in th~Q.untry.

decision by providing them with ample
opportunities to interact with the
profession.

SUCCESSFUL,
ENGAGED G RA DUATES

Because we provide our students with
the foundation of a strong legal education,
our student body continues to excel after
graduating from our law school. Our
graduates have placed first in the state in
two of the last three administrations of the
Florida Bar Exam. This outstanding
passage rate has helped us achieve a strong
record of career placement. Ninety-nine
percent of the 2004, 2005 and 2006
graduating classes were placed within nine
months of graduation. Our alumni are
successful throughout the country in law,
business, government and politics. Recent
graduates work in 47 states and are
employed in top law firms and businesses
across the nation.
Our successful and enthusiastic alumni
remain very engaged in our law school.
From talking with students about their

areas of expertise during intimate
"Networking Nosh" lunches, to providing
part-time work opportunities, alumni are
constantly finding ways to enrich the
educational experience of current students.
They are also an excellent resource for our
graduating students who are seeking
employment. We welcome all of our
incoming students with a list of almost 600
alumni who have volunteered to serve them
as placement mentors.

A

LAW SCHOOL O N THE RIS E

Our law school's reputation is rising
rapidly. Due in part to our recent successes,
we are acquiring, as an addition, a 50,000
square-foot modern courthouse directly
across the street from our present facilities.
This exciting addition will give us one of
the nation's finest facilities for advocacy
training. This is an excellent time to be a
student at our law school. If you would like
to be a member of our 2008 entering class,
please continue reading to find out more
about what we offer and visit www.lawfiu.
edu to apply online.

n Associate Professor Tahirih
Lee, a leading U.S. scholar
on Chinese law and legal
history, right, witti law student
Charlotte Fernee,'who clerked
at a law firm in China, is
co-developer of the first law
school course to link American
and Chinese students in
simulated trade transactions.

Due in part to our recent successes, we are
acquiring, as an addition, a 50,000 square-foot
modern courthouse directly across the street
from our present facilities.
n Florida Supr~me Court
Justice Raoul G. Cantero,
Ill, has been a real friend
to the law school, teaching
classes and participating in
"Networking Nosh" lunches
to give students a real-life
look at the legal profession.
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areas of expertise during intimate
"Networking Nosh" lunches, to providing
part-time work opportunities, alumni are
constantly finding ways to enrich the
educational experience of current students.
They are also an excellent resource for our
graduating students who are seeking
employment. We welcome all of our
incoming students with a list of almost 600
alumni who have volunteered to serve them
as placement mentors.

A LAW SCHOOL ON T H E RISE
Our law school's reputation is rising
rapidly. Due in part to our recent successes,
we are acquiring, as an addition, a 50,000
square-foot modern courthouse directly
across the street from our present facilities.
This exciting addition will give us one of
the nation's finest facilities for advocacy
training. This is an excellent time to be a
student at our law school. If you would like
to be a member of our 2008 entering class,
please continue reading to find out more
about what we offer and visit www.lawfiu.
edu to apply online.

n Associate Professor Tahirih
Lee, a leading U.S. scholar
on Chinese law and legal
history, right, with law student
Charlotte Fernee, \vho clerked
at a law firm in Ch~ a. is
co-developer of the first law
school course to link American
and Chinese students in
simulated trade transactions .

:ent successes, we are
:ion, a 50,000 square-foot
irectly across the street
lilies.
n Florida Supreme Court
Justice Raoul G. Cantero,
Ill , has been a real friend
to the law school, teaching
classes and participating in
"Networking Nosh" lunches
to give students a real-life
look at the legal profession.
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PROG
S OF EMP-:~
Our three-year curriculum is rich and diverse. It begins with

traditional courses and coverages and expands to include the latest
in theoretical and interdisciplinary analyses.
The first-year curriculum is rigorous, traditional and prescribed.
It provides the foundation in history, doctrine, process and analysis
that students need to fully appreciate more
specialized courses offered in the second
and third years of law school.
Because writing and communication
skills are essential to becoming an effective
lawyer, we emphasize legal writing and
research throughout our curriculum. In the
first year, Legal Writing and Research is a
required course. This course is taught by
full-time faculty members who are lawyers
with outstanding academic backgrounds
and legal experience.
Students have the opportunity to
further develop and refine the craft of legal
writing and research in their second and
1
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third years of study. To obtain a degre
students must satisfy an upper-level w
requirement by completing a research
of substantial length.
In the second and third years of Im
school, students have freedom to selec
most of their courses. We have delibet
structured our curriculum to provide
students with the opportunity to obta:
broad and interdisciplinary exposure t·
different areas of law. Our students
appreciate the richness of our upper-le
offerings. We have especially strong
programs in three areas: environment~
law, international law and business, wi
certificate programs in two of these:
environmental law and international h
strongest criminal law programs in th,
course options include Bioethics and t
Entertainment Law, Evidence, Gratui
the Law and Supreme Court Role-Pfa

ULUMAND
S OF EMPHASIS
:hand diverse. It begins with

tges and expands to include the latest
inary analyses.
lS rigorous, traditional and prescribed.
history, doctrine, process and analysis
,tudents need to fully appreciate more
1lized courses offered in the second
bird years of law school.
~cause writing and communication
are essential to becoming an effective
~r, we emphasize legal writing and
rch throughout our curriculum. In the
rear, Legal Writing and Research is a
red course. This course is taught by
ime faculty members who are lawyers
outstanding academic backgrounds
~gal experience.
udents have the opportunity to
er develop and refine the craft of legal
1g and research in their second and

third years of study. To obtain a degree,
students must satisfy an upper-level writing
requirement by completing a research paper
of substantial length.
In the second and third years of law
school, students have freedom to select
most of their courses. We have deliberately
structured our curriculum to provide
students with the opportunity to obtain a
broad and interdisciplinary exposure to
different areas of law. Our students
appreciate the richness of our upper-level
offerings. We have especially strong
programs in three areas: environmental
law, international law and business, with
certificate programs in two of these:
environmental law and international law. We also have one of the
strongest criminal law programs in the region. Other popular
course options include Bioethics and the Law, Employment Law,
Entertainment Law, Evidence, Gratuitous Transfers, Sports and
the Law and Supreme Court Role-Playing.

2007-08

n Stimulating, day-today interactions between
our students and faculty
characterize the collaborative
atmosphere at our law school.
Second-year law student
Karlie Clemons, left, confers
with Assistant Professor
Lesley Wexler, whose
scholarship addresses the
intersection of social norms
and international law.
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CURRICULUM AND PROGRAMS OF EMPHASIS

ENVIRONMENTAL AND
LAND USE LAW
The Florida State University College of Law is home to one of the most highly
regarded environmental law programs in the country. US. News & World Report

ranks our program the 12th strongest in the nation in its 2007 edition of
America's Best Graduate Schools. Our faculty members are among the most
distinguished scholars in the :fields of environmental and administrative law.
More than two dozen courses and a certificate program provide students a
solid foundation in environmental and land use law. Students also can take
advantage of a wide range of offerings in related areas of study at Florida
State University as well as externship opportunities in Florida and
Washington, D.C.

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FACULTY
Donna R. Christie, Elizabeth C. and
Clyde W. Atkinson Professor

Coastal and Ocean Law, Natural R esources Law
A driving force in the development of the
College of Law's environmental program,
Professor Christie is a top authority on
legal issues surrounding ocean and coastal
management. She is co-author of Coastal and
Ocean Law and Ocean Law in a Nutshell, two
of the leading student books in the field.
Robin Kundis Craig,
Attorneys' Tltle Insurance Fund Professor

Environmental Law, Environmental
Interface ofLand and Sea, Water Law
Professor Craig is nationally recognized
for her work in all things water-the
Clean Water Act, the connection of fresh
water regulation to ocean quality, marine
biodiversity and marine protected areas,
property rights in fresh water and science and
water resource protection. She serves on the
National Research Council's Committee on
the Mississippi River and the Clean Water
Act and is an advisor for the Environmental
Law Institute's Endangered Environmental
Laws Program and the Surfriders Litigation
Team. She is also author of 1he Clean Water
Act and the Constitution and Environmental
Law in Context.
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Steven M. Goldstein Professor

Mar~

Environmental Law, Land Use Regulation,
North American Environmental Law and
Policy, Administrative Law
Widely recognized as a scholar on the
enforcement of environmental laws, among
other topics, Professor Markell is co-author
of a leading casebook, Environmental
Protection: Law and Policy. His book
Reinventing Environmental Enforcement and
the State/Federal Relationship (co-authored
with Clifford Rechtschaffen), has been
called "the most significant work ... on EPA's
enforcement relationship with the states
since the early 1900s." Professor Markell
has held posts with the U.S. Environmental
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ENVIRONMENTAL
EXTERNSHIPS

RAMS OF EMPHASIS

1000 Friends of Florida
Earthjustice

rMENTALAND

Florida Department of
Community Affairs
Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

:ELAW

Florida Division of
Administrative Hearings
- Environmental
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission
U.S. Department of Justice

home to one of the most highly

::ountry. US. News & World Report

1e nation in its 2007 edition of
· members are among the most
·onmental and administrative law.
tificate program provide students a
1 use law. Students also can take
~lated areas of study at Florida
rtunities in Florida and

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FACULTY

- Wildlife and Marine
Resources

Donna R. Christie, Elizabeth C. and
Clyde W. Atkinson Professor
Coastal and Ocean Law, Natural Resources Law
A driving force in the development of the
College of Law's environmental program,
Professor Christie is a top authority on
legal issues surrounding ocean and coastal
management. She is co-author of Coastal and
Ocean Law and Ocean Law in a Nutshell, two
of the leading student books in the field.
Robin Kundis Craig,
Attorneys' Title Insurance Fund Professor
Environmental Law, Environmental
Interface efLand and Sea, /ifater Law
Professor Craig is nationally recognized
for her work in all things water-the
Clean Water Act, the connection of fresh
water regulation to ocean quality, marine
biodiversity and marine protected areas,
property rights in fresh water and science and
water resource protection. She serves on the
National Research Council's Committee on
the Mississippi River and the Clean Water
Act and is an advisor for the Environmental
Law Institute's Endangered Environmental
Laws Program and the Surfriders Litigation
Team. She is also author of 1he Clean Water
Act and the Constitution and Environmental
Law in Context.
David L. Markell,
Steven M. Goldstein Professor
Environmental Law, Land Use R egulation,
North American Environmental Law and
Policy, Administrative Law
Widely recognized as a scholar on the
enforcement of environmental laws, among
other topics, Professor Markell is co-author
of a leading casebook, Environmental
Protection: Law and Policy. His book
Reinventing Environmental Enforcement and
the State/Federal Relationship (co-authored
with Clifford Rechtschaffen), has been
called "the most significant work ... on EPA's
enforcement relationship with the states
since the early 1900s." Professor Markell
has held posts with the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of
Justice, Natural Resources Division, and the
New York Department of Environmental
Conservation.
Jim Rossi, Harry M. Walborsky Professor
Energy Law, Administrative Law
Professor Rossi is widely known for his
scholarship on participation in regulatory
processes, state administrative procedure
and regulated industries. He recently
authored a case study of public law in the
deregulated electric power industry titled
Regulatory Bargaining and Public Law.
He also is co-author of Energy, Economics
and the Environment, the leading student
casebook on energy law.

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Office of General Counsel
Wildlaw

"Participating in
student organizations
and the externship
program has made
networking easy.
There are many
opportunities to meet
attorneys who are
doing exactly what I
hope to be doing after

J.B. Ruhl,
Matthews & Hawkins Professor of Property
Environmental Law, Ecosystem Management,
Land Use and Property
Among the most frequently cited scholars
in environmental law, Professor Ruhl is a
prolific author in the fields of endangered
species protection, regulation of wetlands,
ecosystem management, environmental
impact analysis, and environmental and
natural resources law. He is co-author of
the casebook 1he Law ifBiodiversity and
Ecosystem Management.

I graduate. The
Tallahassee legal
community is very
welcoming to law
students."

Mark B. Seidenfeld,
Patricia A. Dore Professor of Administrative Law
Administrative Law
Professor Seidenfeld is one of the
country's leading scholars on federal
administrative law. He has written
influential publications on how
administrative law doctrine relates
to institutional behavior and agency
accountability. Professor Seidenfeld clerked
for the Honorable Patricia Wald of the
United States Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit and served as assistant counsel
for the New York State Public Service
Commission.
2007·08
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ENVIRONMENTAL COURSES

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATE

AND SEMINARS

AND jOJNT,0EGREE PROGRAMS

Administrative Law
Coastal and Ocean Law
Condominium and Community
Associations Law
Cultural Resources Protection
Ecosystem Management
Endangered Species Law Seminar
Energy Deregulation
Energy Law and Policy
Environmental Interface of Land and Sea
Environmental Issues in Business
Transactions
Environmental Law
Environmental Litigation
Environmental Policy
Florida Administrative Law
Florida Environmental Law
Growth Management
International Environmental Law
Land Use Regulation
Legislative Practice
Local Government
Master Planned Communities
Natural Resources Law
North American Environmental
Law and Policy
Pollution Control
Water Law

Upon graduation, students who
successfully complete the environmental
certificate program receive a certificate
along with their J.D. degree. The
certificate signals to employers and others
that students have achieved special
competency in the fields of environmental
and land use law. Students may select their
courses from an extensive menu of
curricular and co-curricular offerings, as
well as joint-degree programs with other
Florida State University departments.
A joint-degree program with the
School of Urban and Regional Planning
enhances the College of Law's ability to
provide comprehensive preparation for a
career in environmental and land use law.
The school is nationally respected and
offers a wide array of fields of emphasis.
When combined with the J.D. degree,
particularly with the Certificate in
Environmental and Land Use Law, the
joint degree provides an excellent
foundation in both the law and the policy
of land use.

ENVIRONMENTAL
Co,CuRRICULAR

OPPORTUNITIES

The Environmental Law Society
Environmental Moot Court
The journal ofLand Use &
Environmental Law

0 F
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::J FSU law school graduates
David Powell, '86, and wife
Victoria Weber, '78, practice
law at Hopping Green &
Sams in Tallahassee. Powell
spcializes in administrative
law with an emphasis on
land use regulation, growth
management, and facility
siting, and Weber's practice
is focused on state and local
taxation.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATE
AND jOINT~DEGREE PROGRAMS

,ea

Upon graduation, students who
successfully complete the environmental
certificate program receive a certificate
along with their J.D. degree. The
certificate signals to employers and others
that students have achieved special
competency in the fields of environmental
and land use law. Students may select their
courses from an extensive menu of
curricular and co-curricular offerings, as
well as joint-degree programs with other
Florida State University departments.
A joint-degree program with the
School of Urban and Regional Planning
enhances the College of Law's ability to
provide comprehensive preparation for a
career in environmental and land use law.
The school is nationally respected and
offers a wide array of fields of emphasis.
When combined with the JD. degree,
particularly with the Certificate in
Environmental and Land Use Law, the
joint degree provides an excellent
foundation in both the law and the policy
ofland use.

::J FSU law school graduates
David Powell, '86, and wife
Victoria Weber, '78, practice
law at Hopping Green &
Sams in Tallahassee. Powell
spcializes in administrative
law with an emphasis on
land use regulation, growth
management, and facility
siting, and Weber's practice
is focused on state and local
taxation.
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Florida State University College of Law offers an
interdisciplinary program in the important area of Law,
Business and Economics. Our mission is to graduate
students with the training necessary to pursue
sophisticated careers in business and in finance.
Toward that end, we offer our students a faculty with
deep expertise and a curriculum rich in the exploration
of business, economic and financial principles and their
application. Our program places special emphasis on
how economic principles can and should influence the
development of legal institutions, both domestically
and globally.
We are proud to have six full-time faculty members
who teach the core courses in business associations.
Two of these faculty are empirical economists who also teach related courses
in subjects such as law and economics, finance, empirical methods for
lawyers and game theory in business transactions. We also have related
faculty expertise in intellectual property and in international business
transactions.
Our business faculty generate high-impact scholarship important both to
the private and to the public sectors. In addition to traditional legal
journals, including The Business Lawyer and the nation's top law reviews, our
faculty have published in leading law and economics journals, including the
Journal ofLaw & Economics, the Journal ofLegal Studies, the Journal ofLaw)
Economics) and Organization, and the journal ofInternational Economic L aw .
Because tax law considerations loom large in business transactions, it is
important to underscore that our tax faculty is one of the nation's 15 most
downloaded tax law faculty on the Social Science Research Network. U.S.
News & World Report ranks our tax program 21st in the nation, tied with
Columbia.
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CORE B US INESS FACU LTY
Kelli A. Alces, Assistant Professor

Corporate Law, Bankruptcy, Creditors' Rights
Professor Alces' scholarship focuses
on t he intersection of corporate law and
bankruptcy law, with a special emphasis on
corporate governance in bankruptcy. She
was an associate at the Chicago law fi rm of
Gardner, Carton & Douglas before starting
her teaching career at the University of
Richmond School of Law.
Barbara Ann Banoff, Professor

Mergers & Acquisitions, Securities Regulat ion,
Business Associations, Corporate Finance,
Agency and Partnership, Federal Securities
Lit igation
Professor Banoff brings a strong law and
economics analysis to her scholarship and
to the classroom. She has published articles
in corporate law and in securities law, and
co-authored a treatise on Japanese securities
regulation. She was an associate in the firm
of Sullivan &Cromwell in New York C ity
before enteri ng law teaching.
Dino Falaschettl, Associate Professor

Business Associations, Law & Economics,
Corporate Governance, Economics of
Account ing, Biology ofEconomics
Professor Falaschetti is an empirical
economist whose scholarship has
concentrated on corporate governance , with
emphasis on executive compensation and the
relationship between auditor independence
and earnings quality. H e has recently served
in the Executive Office of the President of
the United States as a Senior Economist
for the Council of E conomic Advisers. H e
came to Florida State from Montana State
University's D epartment of Economics.
Jonathan Klick, Jeffrey A. Stoops Professor

Business Associat ions, Corporate Finance,
Economics ofPrivate L aw, Strategy in L aw
and Business, Corporate Governance, Statist ics
for Lawyers
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Our program
places special
emphasis on
how economic
principles can
and should
influence the
development
of legal
institutions, both
domestically and
globally.
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Kelli A. Alces, Assistant Professor

Corporate Law, Bankruptcy, Creditors' Rights
Professor Akes' scholarship focuses
on the intersection of corporate law and
bankruptcy law, with a special emphasis on
corporate governance in bankruptcy. She
was an associate at the Chicago law firm of
Gardner, Carton & Douglas before starting
her teaching career at the University of
Richmond School of Law.
Barbara Ann Banoff, Professor

Mergers & Acquisitions, Securities Regulation,
Business Associations, Corporate Finance,
Agency and Partnership, Federal Securities
Litigation
Professor Banoffbrings a strong law and
economics analysis to her scholarship and
to the classroom. She has published articles
in corporate law and in securities law, and
co-authored a treatise on Japanese securities
regulation. She was an associate in the firm
of Sullivan & Cromwell in New York City
before entering law teaching.
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Business Associations, Law & Economics,
Corporate Governance, Economics of
Accounting, Biology ofEconomics
Professor Falaschetti is an empirical
economist whose scholarship has
concentrated on corporate governance, with
emphasis on executive compensation and the
relationship between auditor independence
and earnings quality. He has recently served
in the Executive Office of the President of
the United States as a Senior Economist
for the Council of Economic Advisers. He
came to Florida State from Montana State
University's Department of Economics.
Jonathan Klick, Jeffrey A. Stoops Professor

Business Associations, Corporate Finance,
Economics of Private Law, Strategy in Law
and Business, Corporate Governance, Statistics
far Lawyers

Trained both as a lawyer and as an
empirical economist, Professor Klick is a
noted scholar in the intersection of law and
economics. H e has published a number
of articles in the business area, including
articles on franchising arrangements and on
competit ion. He came to Florida State from
the American Enterprise Institute, where
he was Associate Director of the Liability
Project, and with which he maintains a
continuing affiliation.

Jeff Stoops, '84,
President, Chief
Executive Officer and
a director of SBA
Communications
Corporation, who has
endowed the
professorship held by
Jonathan Klick,
continues as a strong

Gregg D. Polsky,
Sheila M. McDevitt Professor

supporter of the law

Business Associations, Corporate Tax, Taxation
ofPass-Through Entities
Professor Polsky is a nationally known
scholar in tax law, particularly in the areas of
corporate income tax and the tax treatment
of pass-through entities. Before entering
law teaching, Professor Polsky practiced tax
and corporate law with White & Case in its
Miami office. He came to Florida State from
the faculty of the University of Minnesota
Law School by way of Washington, D.C.,
where he served as a Professor in Residence
with the Office of the Chief Counsel of the
Internal Revenue Service.

school and the
further development
of corporate and
securities lawyers in
Florida.

Manuel A. Utset, Jr.,
Charles W. Ehrhardt Professor

Business Associations, Game Theory & Business
Ethics, Corporate Governance, Behavioral Law
and Economics
Professor Utset is a leading scholar on
applying behavioral law and economics to
issues in corporate law, with recent emphasis
on the implications of t ime inconsistent
behavior. He has taught and written on
corporate governance, and is a Fellow of
the International Institute for Corporate
Governance. Prior to entering law teaching,
Professor Utset practiced law with Sullivan
& Cromwell in New York City. He came
to Florida State from the faculty of the
University of Utah College of Law.
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Kelli A. Alces, Assistant Professor

Corporate Law, Bankruptcy, Creditors' Rights
Professor Alces' scholarship focuses
on the intersection of corporate law and
bankruptcy law, with a special emphasis on
corporate governance in bankruptcy. She
was an associate at the Chicago law firm of
Gardner, Carton & Douglas before starting
her teaching career at the University of
Richmond School of Law.
Barbara Ann Banoff, Professor

Mergers & Acquisitions, Securities Regulation,
Business Associations, Corporate Finance,
Agency and Partnership, Federal Securities
Litigation
Professor Banoffbrings a strong law and
economics analysis to her scholarship and
to the classroom. She has published articles
in corporate law and in securities law, and
co-authored a treatise on Japanese securities
regulation. She was an associate in the firm
of Sullivan &Cromwell in New York City
before entering law teaching.
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BusinessAssociations, Law & Economics,
Corporate Governance, Economics of
Accounting, Biology ofEconomics
Professor Falaschetti is an empirical
economist whose scholarship has
concentrated on corporate governance, with
emphasis on executive compensation and the
relationship between auditor independence
and earnings quality. He has recently served
in the Executive Office of the President of
the United States as a Senior Economist
for the Council of E conomic Advisers. He
came to Florida State from Montana State
University's Department of Economics.
Jonathan Klick, Jeffrey A. Stoops Professor

Business Associations, Corporate Finance,
Economics ofPrivate Law, Strategy in Law
and Business, Corporate Governance, Statistics
for Lawyers

Trained both as a lawyer and as an
empirical economist, Professor Klick is a
noted scholar in the intersection of law and
economics. H e has published a number
of articles in the business area, including
articles on franchising arrangements and on
competition. He came to Florida State from
the American Enterprise Instit ute, where
he was Associate Director of the Liability
Project, and with which he maintains a
continuing affiliation.
Gregg D. Polsky,
Sheila M. McDevitt Professor

Jeff Stoops, '84,
President, Chief
Executive Officer and
a director of SBA
Communications
Corporation, who has
endowed the
professorship held by
Jonathan Klick,
continues as a strong
supporter of the law

Business Associations, Corporate Tax, Taxation
ofPass-Through Entities
Professor Polsky is a nationally known
scholar in tax law, particularly in the areas of
corporate income tax and the tax treatment
of pass-through entities. Before entering
law teaching, Professor Polsky practiced tax
and corporate law with White & Case in its
Miami office. H e came to Florida State from
the faculty of the University of Minnesota
Law School by way of Washington, D.C.,
where he served as a Professor in Residence
with the Office of the Chief Counsel of the
Internal Revenue Service.

school and the
further development
of corporate and
securities lawyers in
Florida.

Manuel A. Utset, Jr.,
Charles W. Ehrhardt Professor

Business Associations, Game Theory & Business
Ethics, Corporate Governance, Behavioral Law
and E conomics
Professor Utset is a leading scholar on
applying behavioral law and economics to
issues in corporate law, with recent emphasis
on the implications of time inconsistent
behavior. H e has taught and written on
corporate governance, and is a Fellow of
the International Institute for Corporate
Governance. Prior to entering law teaching,
Professor Utset practiced law with Sullivan
& Cromwell in New York City. He came
to Florida State from the faculty of the
University of Utah College of Law.
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LAW, BusINEss AND EcoNOMics CuRRI<

CORE BUSINESS AND
COMMERCIAL COURSES

Accounting & the Law
Agency and Partnership
Banking Law
Bankruptcy
Business Associations
Business Ethics
Business Strategies
Commercial Paper
Condominium Law
Copyright Law
Corporate Finance
Corporate Governance
Corporate Law 1heory
Corporate Taxation
Creditors' Rights
Energy Law
Federal Securities Litigation
Game Theory &
Business Ethics
OTHER LAw FACULTY TEACHING BuSINEss CouRSES
Frederick M . Abbott, Intellectual Property, International Business Transactions, International Trade

Law, Patent & Trademark Law
Curtis Bridgeman, Commercial Law, Bankruptcy, Secured Transactions
Lorelei Ritchie de Larena , Copyright Law
Joseph Dodge, International Taxation, Taxation
Brian Galle, Corporate Taxation ofMergers and Acquisitions, Public Finance Seminar, Taxation
Tahirlh V. Lee, International Business Transactions, Internet Trade Simulation
Charlene D. Luke, Corporate Taxation, Taxation oJS-Corps

& Partnerships

Donald J. Weidner, Agency and Partnership, Real Estate Finance

J OINT- DEGREE PROGRAMS

J.D. and M.B.A.
J.D. and M.S. in Econom ics

Our faculty continues to be one of the
nation's 25 most downloaded on the
Social Science Research Network, with
our tax faculty in the top 15.
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LAW,

BusINESS AND EcoNoMICS CuRRICULUM

CORE BUSINESS AND
COMMERCIAL COURSES

Accounting & the Law
Agency and Partnership
Banking Law
Bankruptcy
Business Associations
Business Ethics
Business Strategies
Commercial Paper
Condominium Law
Copyright Law
Corporate Finance
Corporate Governance
Corporate Law Theory
Corporate Taxation
Creditors' Rights
Energy Law
Federal Securities Litigation
Game Theory &
Business Ethics

Intellectual Property
International Business
Transactions
International Intellectual
Property
International Taxation
International Trade Law
Internet Trade Simulation
Land Transfer & Finance
Mergers &Acquisitions
Patent & Trademark Law
Public Finance Seminar
Real Estate Finance
Sales & L eases
Secured Transactions
Securities Broker-Dealer Law
Securities Regulation
State &Local Taxation
Statistics for Lawyers
Taxation
Taxation of Mergers

Taxation of Pass-Through
Entities
Taxation ofS-Corps &
Partnerships
Tax Policy
Unincorporated Business
Entities
COURSES WITH SPECIAL
ECONOMICS EMPHASIS

Behavioral Law & Economics
Biology of Economics
Economics of Accounting
Economics of Private Law
Finance for Lawyers
Law & Economics
Public Choice Theory
Regulated Industries
Statistics for Lawyers
Strategy in Law and Business

NG BUSINESS COU RSES

International Business Transactions, International Trade
iruptcy, Secured Transactions
xation
· and Acquisitions, Public Finance Seminar, Taxation
utions, Internet Trade Simulation
'!Cation ofS-Corps & Partnerships
,, Real.Estate Finance

be one of the
ided on the
Network, with
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Wd:h a law faculty involved around the world, Florida State University College

of Law offers students a dynamic program in International Law. Add to
this the law school's location in the capital of a state that has become a hub
of international trade, and Florida State University provides law students
opportunities few other law schools can match.
International intellectual property, human rights law and international
trade are among the areas of our faculty's expertise. Faculty members have
helped to shape legal issues in areas such as South Africa, the Czech
Republic, Argentina, Vietnam, Uganda, China and Great Britain. They
have engaged in coastal management research in Central America for the
United Nations, in making medicine available to AIDS victims in South
America, in the struggle for human rights in South America and in
developing a dispute resolution process among Caribbean nations.

1

INTERNAT IONAL LAW FACULTY
Frederick M. Abbott,
Edward Ball Eminent Scholar

D01

Global Regulation ofPharmaceuticals,
International Intellectual Property,
International Business Transactions,
International Trade Law

Pre
Int
the

Professor Abbott is highly regarded for
his scholarship and professional activities
in international intellectual property
rights and global economic issues. He
is Rapporteur for the Committee
on International Trade Law of the
International Law Association and
consultant to the UNCTAD-ICTSD
Project on Intellectual Property and
Sustainable Development to the
l. World Bank, and to the Qyaker
·~ United Nations Office (Geneva).
A former partner at Pillsbury
.)A Winthrop Shaw Pittman, he is one
-·
of the nation's leading figures
on issues concerning the
pharmaceutical industry
and access to medicines.
His latest book is titled
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International Intellectual
Property in an Integrated
World Economy.
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INTERNATIONAL LAW FACULTY

Frederick M. Abbott,
Edward Ball Eminent Scholar
Global Regulation of Pharmaceuticals,
International Intellectual Property,
International Business Transactions,
International Trade Law

Professor Abbott is highly regarded for
his scholarship and professional activities
in international intellectual property
rights and global economic issues. He
is Rapporteur for the Committee
on International Trade Law of the
International Law Association and
consultant to the UNCTAD-ICTSD
Project on Intellectual Property and
Sustainable Development to the
World Bank, and to the O!Jaker
United Nations Office (Geneva).
_\, A former partner at Pillsbury
Winthrop Shaw Pittman, he is one
of the nation's leading figures
on issues concerning the
pharmaceutical industry
and access to medicines.
His latest book is titled
International Intellectual
Property in an Integrated
World Economy.
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Donna R. Christie,
Elizabeth C. and Clyde W. Atkinson
Professor
International Environmental Law, Law of
the Sea,Jessup International Moot Court

A leading authority on international
legal issues surrounding ocean and
coastal management, Professor Christie
developed and directs the Certificate
Program in International Law and the
LL.M. Program in American Law for
Foreign Lawyers. She is the faculty
advisor for the Jessup International
Law Moot Court Team, the j ournal
of Transnational Law & Policy and the
International Law Students Association.
Talbot "Sandy" D' Alemberte,
President Emeritus and Professor
International Human Rights,
War Crimes Tribunals

President Emeritus D'Alemberte has
won numerous awards, including the
International Bar Association's 2006 Rule
of Law Award. He is a former President
of the American Bar Association and,
in that capacity, was co-founder of the
Central and Eastern European Law
Initiative. He also served as President of
Florida State University from 1993-2003.
He served as President of the American
Judicature Society and was a member
of the Florida House of Representatives
from 1966 to 1972.

In addition to international
externships, students can
participate in a summer
study abroad program at
the University of Oxford in
England; and in exchange
programs with Erasmus
University in Rotterdam,
The Netherlands, and
Griffith University in
Brisbane, Australia.

"To be a successful
international lawyer,
one must first be a
good lawyer. My
studies at FSU Law
gave me a solid
foundation to pursue
a career in corporate
practice, including
international
transactional
practice."

Joseph Dodge, Stearns Weaver Miller
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson Professor
International Tax Law

Professor Dodge is a leading authority
on tax issues and has a special interest in
international tax law. He has authored or
co-authored numerous influential articles
and several books, including Federal
Income Taxation: Doctrine, Structure and
Policy (co-author), and Tax Management
Portfolios.
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INTERNATIONAL
COURSES AND
SEMINARS
Chinese Law Seminar
Comparative Criminal
Procedure !Oxford)
English Legal History

Elwin J. Griffith, Tallahassee Alumni Professor
Immigration Law

Professor Griffith is a member of the
American Law Institute and author of many
law journal articles on immigration law. He
for years served as the Executive Director
of the Caribbean Law Institute and is also a
member of the editorial board of Caribbean
Law and Business.

!Oxford)
Foreign Relations Law
Global Regulation of
Pharmaceuticals
International Aspects of
Intellectual Property Law
International Business
Transactions
International Criminal Law
International Environmental
Law
International Financial
Architecture
International Human Rights
International Litigation

Tahirih V. Lee, Associate Professor
Chinese Law Seminar, Comparative Law,
Internet Trade Simulation
Professor Lee is a leading U.S. scholar
on Chinese law and legal history, having
published numerous law review articles on
China as well as a four-volume anthology on
the law, history and economics of China. She
has developed a course called "Internet Trade
Simulation," which connects our students
with students at the Shanghai Institute of
Foreign Trade through a software package
that simulates international trade negotiations.
She came to our faculty from the faculty at the
University of Minnesota Law School.

Lesley Wexler, Assistant Professor
Laws if War, Public International Law
Professor Wexler's scholarship addresses
the intersection of social norms and
international law. Prior to joining our faculty,
she taught at the University of Chicago Law
School and clerked for the Honorable Thomas
Reavley at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit and the Honorable William
Wayne Justice at the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Texas.

INT E RNATIONAL Co- CURRIC ULAR
PROGRAMS AND ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS

Phillip C. Jessup International Law
Moot Court
1he]ournal efTransnational Law & Policy

The Florida State University Center for the
Advancement of Human Rights
International Law Students Association
Visiting lecturers who are leading scholars
and practitioners in their fields

International Tax
Internet Trade Simulation
Immigration Law
Law and Institutions of the
European Union !Oxford)
Law of the Sea
Laws of War
North American
Environmental Law

David L. Markell,
Steven M. Goldstein Professor
North American Environmental Law
and Policy
Professor Markell is a leading expert
on regional approaches to environmental
enforcement and has served as director for
Submissions on Enforcement Matters with
t he NAFTA Environmental Commission.

and Policy
Public International Law
Refugee and Asylum Law
Selected Topics in
International Law
Seminar in Anti-Terrorism
War and Intervention
War Crimes Tribunals
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Fernando Teson, Tobias Simon Eminent Scholar
Foreign Relations Law, International Human R ights,
International Criminal Law, Uiir and Intervention
Professor Tcs6n has been hailed as a
leading moral philosopher of international
law. H e is known for his scholarship relating
political philosophy to international law
(particularly his defense of humanitarian
intervention) and his work on political
rhetoric. He is aut hor of a number of books,
including Humanitarian Intervention:An
I nquiry into L aw and Morality and Rational
Choice and Democratic Deliberation (with
Guido Pincione).
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INTERNATIONAL ExTERNSHIPS

International Bar Association - London
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center Miami
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia - The Hague
The Special Court for Sierra Leone
ABA Asia Law Initiative - Washington,
D.C.

INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICAT E
AND JOINT- DEGREE PROGRAMS

The Certificate Program in International
Law, which recognizes students for a
concentration in the area, carries requirements
beyond those for aJ.D. and signals to
potential employers of a graduate's
specialization. Students also can pursue a
joint degree in law and international affairs
(J.D.-M.S.). The college also offers an LL.M.
in American Law for Foreign Lawyers.

;sor
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e
a

Lesley Wexler, Assistant Professor

Laws of War, Public International Law
Professor Wexler's scholarship addresses
the intersection of social norms and
international law. Prior to joining our faculty,
she taught at the University of Chicago Law
School and clerked for the Honorable Thomas
Reavley at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit and the Honorable William
Wayne Justice at the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Texas.

INTERNATIONAL Co- CuRRICULAR
PROGRAMS AND ENRICHMENT

PROGRAMS
in

he
.de

ons.
the

Phillip C. Jessup International Law
Moot Court
1bejournal of Transnational Law & Policy
The Florida State University Center for the
Advancement of Human Rights
International Law Students Association
Visiting lecturers who are leading scholars
and practitioners in their fields

INTERNATIONAL ExTERNSHIPS

n

International Bar Association - London
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center Miami
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia - The Hague
The Special Court for Sierra Leone
ABA Asia Law Initiative - Washington,
D.C.
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INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE
AND J OINT-DEGREE PROGRAMS

The Certificate Program in International
Law, which recognizes students for a
concentration in the area, carries requirements
beyond those for aJ.D. and signals to
potential employers of a graduate's
specialization. Students also can pursue a
joint degree in law and international affairs
(J.D.-M.S.). The college also offers an LL.M.
in American Law for Foreign Lawyers.

n "The College of Law provided
me with the legal education,
opportunity and interest to
pursue a career in international
law. Above all, I am indebted to
a number of remarkable facu lty
members who have provided
support throughout my legal
career. "
Mark.f:llls, '84, Executive
Director, lnternatlonal Bar
Association, London
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JOINT-DEGREE
PROGRAMS

The College of Law offers joint-degree programs in cooperation with other
colleges, schools and departments at Florida State University. Joint-degree programs
enable students to earn two degrees concurrently, the juris doctor and a master's
degree.
Students interested in a joint degree must submit all required materials to the law
school and must make a separate application to the graduate school. Upon admission
to the law school and the other graduate program, the student must file a jointdegree application form and consult the appropriate faculty advisor.

JOINT DEGREES

Law and Business, J.D.-M.B.A.
Law and Economics, J.D.-M.S.
Law and Information Studies, J.D.-M.S.L.I.S.
Law and International Affairs, J.D.-M.S.
Law and Public Administration, J.D.-M.P.A.
Law and Social Work, J.D.-M.S.W.
Law and Urban and Regional Planning, J.D.-M.S.P.
For information, contact both the
College of Law and the appropriate
graduate school department.

24

FSU

COLL E GE

OF

LAW

A WEALTH

CO-CURR!
AND EXTR
STUDENT (
U Even as a law student at
Florida State, Gene Stearns,
'72, was a visionary who
helped shape Florida's future.
Today, he is one of the state's
most effective litigators and
president of Stearns Weaver
Miller Weissler Alhadeff &
Sitterson, P.A., in Miami.

The law school has five co-curricular aca<
organizations, including three student-edite
journals and trial and appellate advocacy tea
The journals include the Florida State Univei
Law Review, the Journal efLand Use &
Environmental Law and the Journal ef
Transnational Law & Policy.
Our outstanding Mock Trial and Moot (
teams are regionally and nationally competit
frequently bringing home first-place victorie
These organizations promote excellence in
written and oral advocacy and enable studen
receive academic credit for their participatio1
Students also have the opportunity to
participate in our extracurricular organizatio
More than 30 student and service organizati,
allow students to become leaders at the law
school and active participants in the legal
community.

EE

1 with other
:-degree programs
md a master's

1aterials to the law
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,t file a joint-

A WEALTH OF
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
AND EXTRACURRICULAR
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
U Even as a law student at
Florida State, Gene Stearns,
'72, was a visionary who
helped shape Florida's future .
Today, he is one of the state's
most effective litigators and
president of Stearns Weaver
Miller Weissler Alhadeff &
Sitterson, P.A., in Miami.

The law school has five co-curricular academic
organizations, including three student-edited
journals and trial and appellate advocacy teams.
The journals include the Florida State University
Law Review, the journal ofLand Use &
Environmental Law and the journal of
Transnational Law & Policy.
Our outstanding Mock Trial and Moot Court
teams are regionally and nationally competitive,
frequently bringing home first-place victories.
These organizations promote excellence in
written and oral advocacy and enable students to
receive academic credit for their participation.
Students also have the opportunity to
participate in our extracurricular organizations.
More than 30 student and service organizations
allow students to become leaders at the law
school and active participants in the legal
community.

n "The people that I haye met and
the knowledge that I h~v; gainJe,
especially through the Blac\LaW
Students Association, epitomiz~\
the winning spirit of the Flor~da~
State Iaw school. I know that tt:iere,
is no other institution or bodfof..
people that could better prepare
me for success in life."
Allsla Adamson, '08, President,
Black Law Students Association

MOCK TRIAL&
MOOT COURT
NATIONAL VICTORIES
1st place in the Ruby R. Vale
Corporate Moot Court Competition
held in Wilmington, Delaware, in
March2007
1st place in the National Religious
Freedom Moot Court Competition
held in Washington, D.C., in
January 2007
1st place in the Academy of Aorida
Trial Lawyers Mock Trial
Competition in West Palm Beach,
Florida, in November 2006
1st place in the E. Earte Zehmer
Workers' Compensation Moot Court
Competition in Orlando, Florida,
in August 2006
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SCHOOL

EX

E M PLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN TALLAHASSEE

Our students love going to school in Tallahassee because of the wealth oflegal
employment opportunities here. Many law students welcome the chance to "try on for
size" different types oflegal jobs while they are in law school. Tallahassee is home to
more than 450 law firms, many of which provide part-time work opportunities for our
students. Our law school is within walking distance of the state capitol, the Florida
Supreme Court, the First District Court of Appeal and the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Florida. Numerous government agencies located in
Tallahassee also provide students with excellent work experience.
In their second and third years oflaw school, students have ample opportunity to
work part-time in private law firms, with trial or appellate courts, the Florida
Legislature or government agencies.

ExTERNSHIP OPPORTU N ITIES I N F LORIDA A ND ELSEWHERE

The law school offers one of the most extensive externship programs in the United
States. Students earn academic credit while working under the supervision of practicing
attorneys. Our clinical externship program places students in more than 80 offices
throughout Florida and elsewhere. Students may even select international externships
with the International Bar Association in London, the International Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia and the Special Court in Sierra Leone.

n As Director of one of the
most extensive externship
programs in the nation,
Clinical Professor Larry
Krieger, left, places students
with practicing attorneY§
!!,!Qwing..them"'fc)gain
experience while earning
academic credit.
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AVAILABLE
EXTERNSHIP
PLACEMENTS:
Administrative
Appellate
Civil
Criminal Justice
Environmental
International
Judicial
Labor/Employment
Legal Services
Transactional
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AVAILABLE
EXTERNSHIP

PLACEMENTS:
Administrative
Appellate
Civil
Criminal Justice
Environmental
International
Judicial
Labor/Employment
Legal Services
Transactional

C Faculty members like
Nat Stern, the John W. and
Ashley E. Frost Professor, are
widely regarded experts in
the national legal community.
Stern, the author of many
influential articles on
constitutional law issues,
also serves as facu lty advisor
and coach to ou r nationally
competitive and award-winning
moot court team.

2007-08

VIEWBOOK

27

THE

PUBLIC

LAW

CENTER

INTEREST

CAREER
PLACEM

THE PLACEMENT OFFICE

The Public Interest Law Center provides
on-campus clinical legal training for second- and
third-year law students. Its mission is to instill in
students a sense of professional responsibility
toward low income children and families and to
create a pool of future lawyers trained and
motivated to do pro bono work. Students are
certified by the Florida Supreme Court to practice
law as interns and, under the supervision of
licensed attorneys, are responsible for all facets of
cases to which they are assigned.
The Center consists of two clinics. The Family
Law C linic serves low income clients with a wide
range of family law issues, including dissolution of
marriage, custody, visitation, injunctions against
violence, paternity, modifications and contempt of
court. The Children's Advocacy Clinic represents
children in foster care, juvenile delinquency, health
care, special education, disability, social security
and criminal law cases. The Children's Advocacy
Clinic is nationally and internationally recognized
for its advocacy on behalf of children.

The law school provides assistance to law
through its Placement Office. The office mai
lateral job openings in the legal field and coo
Mentoring Program. Students are encourage
on- and off-campus interviewing programs a
A variety of seminars and workshops on care
interviewing skills are also available.

ALUMNI SUPPORT

College of Law alumni maintain close tie
significant role in helping our students find e
lawyers can be found in almost every state.
Our alumni are generous with their time :
students perfect their job search skills and le:
private fi rms, the judiciary, government servi
regularly visit campus to talk with students al
to answer students' questions.
Many graduates participate in our Alumn
mentors, they advise students about their job
alumni directory connects students to alumn·
in specific geographical and interest areas. A(
successful job preparation programs, includin
"Networking Nosh" lunches.

ON-CAMPUS AND OFF-CAMPUS

n Clinical Professor Paolo
Annino is co-director, with
Clinical Professor Ruth Stone,
of the Public Interest Law
Center. The center's work has
been featured in the national
and international media,
including " 60 Minutes II," "The
O'Reilly Factor, " and The New
York Times.
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Each fall and spring semester, students ha
variety of employers on campus. Representati
agencies and corporations in Florida and else·
students. 1hey hire summer interns and clerk
115 employers participate in our on-campus i
law school also coordinates interviews with fi
Birmingham to provide our students with adc
maximum exposure to employers who are un;
Throughout the year, students can submit
resume referral programs. The Placement Off
students for in-house review and follow-up w ·
participate in resume referral programs each}
several job fairs each year.

EMPLOYMENT

INTEREST

FACTS

CAREER
PLACEMENT

In 2004, 2005 and 2006,
99 percent of College of
Law graduates were placed*
within nine months of
graduation.
The top two cities
of choice, outside of
Florida, for FSU law
alumni are AUanta and
Washington, D.C.

THE PLACEMENT OFFICE

The law school provides assistance to law students, graduates and legal employers
through its Placement Office. The office maintains a current list of entry level and
lateral job openings in the legal field and coordinates the A lumni Placement
Mentoring Program. Students are encouraged to take advantage of the law school's
on- and off-campus interviewing programs and individual career counseling services.
A variety of seminars and workshops on career options, resume-writing and
interviewing skills are also available.

ALUMNI SUPPORT

College of Law alumni maintain close ties with the law school and play a
significant role in helping our students find employment. Florida State-educated
lawyers can be found in almost every state.
Our alumni arc generous with their time and donate countless hours to helping
students perfect their job search skills and learn about practicing law. Alum ni in
private firms, the judiciary, government service, and nontraditional legal careers
regularly visit campus to talk with students about their specific fields of practice and
to answer students' questions.
Many graduates participate in our Alumni Placement Mentor Program. As
mentors, they advise students about their job search on a one-on-one basis. An online
alumni directory connects students to alumni who advise them about opportunities
in specific geographical and interest areas. Additionally, alumni participate in our
successful job preparation programs, including "Mach Speed Mock Interviews" and
"Networking Nosh" lunches.

ON~CAMPUS AND OFF~CAMPUS INTERVIEWING

al Professor Paolo
s co-d irector, with
Professor Ruth Stone,
ublic Interest Law
The center's work has
atured in the national
,rnational media,
g "60 Minutes II," "The
Factor," and The New

Each fall and spring semester, students have the opportunity to interview with a
variety of employers on campus. Representatives from private firms, government
agencies and corporations in Florida and elsewhere visit our campus to interview
students. They hire summer interns and clerks as well as new associates. More than
115 employers participate in our on-campus interviewing programs each year. The
law school also coordinates interviews with firms in Atlanta, Miami and
Birmingham to provide our students with additional interviewing opportu nities and
maximum exposure to employers who are unable to visit the campus.
Throughout the year, students can submit resumes to employers through our
resume referral programs. The Placement Office e-mails resumes of interested
students for in-house review and follow-up w ith employers. More than 60 employers
participate in resume referral programs each year. The law school also participates in
several job fairs each year.

The top eight locations
where College of Law
graduates live and work
are:
California
Florida
Georgia
New York
North Carolina
South Carolina
Texas
Washington, D.C.
• "Placed" includes students who
were employed, in graduate school
or not seeking employment.

"The FSU law school
offers a tremendous
advantage being in the
state capital. There are
all different levels of
courts within walking
distance of the law
school, and I made a
point to take advantage
of that fact. Many law
students get a legal
education in isolation,
but to get an education
where you can see the
end result of your
training is special."

1es.
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COSTS AND
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

I

Florida State was recently rated as the "No.4 Best Value
Law School" by National]urist and has consistently been
rated a 'good value' by US. News & World Report. Tuition and
fees are established by the Board of Governors and the
Florida Legislature and are subject to change at any time.
Tuition is based on the number of credit hours taken. Tuition
and fees for first-year students who enroll in the 2007-2008
academic year is 3358.99 per credit hour for Florida residents.
Tuition and fees for first-year nonresident students is
$1,026.07 per credit hour.

~I

I\

OuT- OF- STATE STUDENTS

Historically, nonresidents have been eligible to seek
reclassification to residents after their first year in law school.
Recent legislative proposals suggest that reclassification
options may be limited or eliminated in the future.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The CoJlege of Law offers a program of scholarship
assistance made available through the generous support of
alumni and friends. College of Law scholarships are awarded
to students on the basis of merit and financial need.
Approximately one-third of students in our entering classes
receive first-year scholarships. Second- and third-year
students may apply for a variety of scholarships each spring.
For more information about scholarship opportunities
available through the College of Law, visit www.lawfsu.edu
or contact the College of Law's Student Affairs Office at
(850) 644-7338. For other financial aid information, contact
the Florida State University Office of Financial Aid at
(850) 644-5716.
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ADMISSI
The Florida State University
College of Law attracts a
remarkably talented and
accomplished student body and
acceptance into the school is highly
competitive. We receive more than
15 applications for every seat in our
entering class. For the 2007
entering class, we received 3,300
applications for 210 seats. Twentyfive percent of the students in the
2007 entering class have LSAT
scores of 162 or higher and the
average LSAT is 160. The average
GPA is 3.5.
Admissions decisions are based
on the evaluation of each applicant's
potential for success in law school
and in the legal profession. The
Admissions Committee evaluates
applicant files from October
through May of each year.
Applicants are notified of the
committee's decisions at the earliest
possible date.
Most admissions decisions are
based on the combination ofLSAT
scores and undergraduate grades.
Applicants with the strongest
academic records are given priority
for admission. In addition,
applicants must submit a personal
statement, writing sample and
recommendation letters. The
committee also takes into
consideration the streng th of the
applicant's undergraduate program,
graduate study, significant
leadership activities, unique work or
service experience, history of
overcoming economic or social
hardships, and the applicant's
potential for contributing to a
diverse academic environment in
terms oflife experience.
The Florida State University
College of Law is a full-time,
three-year program. First-year
students start in the fall semester.
Transfer students and visitors are
admitted during the fall, spring and
summer semesters.
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ida State was recently rated as the "No.4 Best Value
hool" by National jurist and has consistently been
'g ood value' by US. News & World Report. Tuition and
established by the Board of Governors and the
L egislature and are subject to change at any time.
is based on the number of credit hours taken. Tuition
; for first-year students who enroll in the 2007-2008
ic year is $358.99 per credit hour for Florida residents.
and fees for first-year nonresident students is
07 per credit hour.

·OF~STATE STUDENTS

orically, nonresidents have been eligible to seek
fication to residents after their first year in law school.
legislative proposals suggest that reclassification
may be limited or eliminated in the future.

~CIAL ASSISTANCE

College of Law offers a program of scholarship
ce made available through the generous support of
and friends. College of Law scholarships arc awarded
:nts on the basis of merit and financial need.
imately one-third of students in our entering classes
first-year scholarships. Second- and third-year
s may apply for a variety of scholarships each spring.
more information about scholarship opportunities
e t hrough the College of Law, visit www.lawfsu.edu
tct the College of Law's Student Affairs Office at
44-7338. For other financial aid information, contact
:ida State University Office of Financial Aid at
l4-5716.

The Florida State University
College of Law attracts a
remarkably talented and
accomplished student body and
acceptance into the school is highly
competitive. W e receive more than
15 applications for every seat in our
entering class. For the 2007
entering class, we received 3,300
applications for 210 seats. Twentyfive percent of the students in the
2007 entering class have LSAT
scores of 162 or higher and the
average LSAT is 160. The average
GPA is 3.5.
Admissions decisions are based
on the evaluation of each applicant's
potential for success in law school
and in the legal profession. The
Admissions Committee evaluates
applicant files from October
through May of each year.
Applicants are notified of the
committee's decisions at the earliest
possible date.
Most admissions decisions are
based on the combination ofLSAT
scores and undergraduate grades.
Applicants with the strongest
academic records are given priority
for admission. In addition,
applicants must submit a personal
statement, writing sample and
recommendation letters. The
committee also takes into
consideration the strength of the
applicant's undergraduate program,
graduate study, significant
leadership activities, unique work or
service experience, history of
overcoming economic or social
hardships, and the applicant's
potential for contributing to a
diverse academic environment in
terms of life experience.
The Florida State University
College of Law is a full-time,
three-year program. First-year
students start in the fall semester.
Transfer students and visitors are
admitted during the fall, spring and
summer semesters.

REQUIREMENTS AND

APPLICATION DEADLINES

PROCEDURES

An applicant must hold, or
expect to receive, a baccalaureate
degree from a regionally accredited
college or university before
beginning the study oflaw.

Oct.1

Begin accepting applications
Application deadline

Mar.15

Completion deadline

Apr.1

Transfer/Visiting Status Deadlines:

Fall:
LAW SCHOOL
ADMISSION TEST (LSAT)

Application deadline

June 15

All applicants for admission
must take the L aw School
Admission Test (LSAT)
administered by the Law School
Admission Council (LSAC). 1J1e
test should be taken as early as
possible, but no later than the
February preceding the August for
which the applicant seeks
admission. If the LSAT is taken
more than once, the committee will
consider the highest of multiple
scores. Scores older than four years
will not be considered.

Completion deadline

July 15

LAW SCHOOL DATA ASSEMBLY
SERVICE (LSDAS)

Applicants must reg ister with
the Law School D ata Assembly
Service (LSDAS) and must arrange
to have official transcripts from each
undergraduate institution attended
sent directly to the LSDAS. The
LSDAS analyzes the transcripts
and prepares a summary of the
undergraduate work for its report to
the law school. Applicants who have
completed graduate work should
submit transcripts of that work
directly to the LSDAS.

Spring:
Application deadline

Nov.1

Completion deadline

Dec. 1

Summer:
pplication deadline

Mar.1

Completion deadline

Apr. 1

PAPER/HARD COPY FORMAT

Application forms needed for
adm ission to the law school also
may be downloaded from our Web
site at www.lawfsu.edu/prospective_
students/admissionslonlineapp.pdf
FEE

Along with the completed
application, applicants must submit
to the College of Law a
nonrefundable application fee of
$30.00 (in U.S. dollars).
PERSONAL STATEMENT

The personal statement is an
important evaluative tool in the
admissions process. This document
should accompany the application.
See question 19 on the admissions
application for a detailed description
of this document.

APPLICAT ION AND FEE

RESUME
ELECTRONIC FORMAT

The College of Law will process
applications submitted electronically
using the e-app method provided by
the LSAC, which can be accessed
via our Web site at www.lawfsu. edu
or directly through the LSAC Web
site at www.lsac.org.

A detailed resume aids the
Committee in its evaluation.
Qyestion 20 on the admissions
application provides additional
information on this item.
RESIDENCY FORM

Applicants are required to
complete a residency affidavit
regardless of residency classification.
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LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION

TWO LETTERS REQUIRED

Applicants must submit two letters
of recommendation for review by the
Admissions Committee. Florida State
recommends that all letters be
submitted through the LSAC letter of
recommendation service that serves
all member schools. This service is
included in the LSDAS registration
subscription. Letters are copied and
sent to us along with the LSDAS
Report, or as received on a weekly
basis. Directions for using this service
are outlined in the LSAT/LSDAS
Registration and Information Book,
or at www.lsac.org.
TRANSFER AND VISITING
STUDENTS

TRANSFER ADMISSIONS

Each year, we are pleased to
admit a significant number of
transfer students. We accept transfer
applicants from all ABA-approved
law schools.
Most transfer applicants must
have completed their first year of
study at an ABA-approved law
school to be considered for
admission. However, a limited
number of truly extraordinary
transfer applicants will be considered
after completing only one semester at
another law school. All transfer
applicants must be in the top third of
their class in order to be eligible for
consideration.
While we generally accept
applications for transfers for the fall
semester, it also is possible to transfer
during the spring or summer terms.
VISITING ADMISSIONS

The College of Law encourages
applications from students who have
completed their second year of law
school at another ABA-approved
institution, and who would like to be
a visiting student at Florida State for
one or two semesters of their third
year. Students in their second year
may be considered on a spaceavailable basis. Visiting students
should have a solid law school record
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and demonstrated their aptitude for
and commitment to high-quality
legal education. Preference will be
given to students who have a
significant professional or personal
reason to attend Florida State.
Decisions on transfer and visitor
applications are made on a rolling
basis. The sooner applications are
complete and received, the sooner the
committee will make its decision.
Admission application procedures for
transfer and visiting students are
available online at www.lawfiu.edu/
prospective_studentsladmissions/index.
html.

TOEFL REQUIREMENT

REQUIRED FOR
NON-NATIVE ENGLISH
SPEAKERS

In addition to submitting all
materials for admission, applicants
whose native language is not English
are required to take the Test of
English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL).
MIN IMUM SCORE

Applicants seeking admission to
the College of Law are required to
have a minimum score of 600 on the
paper-based TOEFL and 250 on the
computer-based TOEFL.

INTERNATIONAL ST UDENT S

In addition to fulfilling all of the
requirements and procedures
described above, applicants who are
international students or have
completed undergraduate education
outside the United States must:
• File an FSU International
Certificate of Financial
Responsibility (upon admission).
• Submit foreign transcripts for
processing through the LSAC JD
Credential Assembly Service
(CAS). If any postsecondary work
was completed outside the U.S.
(including its territories) or
Canada, this service must be used
for the evaluation of foreign
transcripts. This service is
included in the LSDAS
subscription fee. TOEFL scores
must be sent from Educational
Testing Service to LSAC. The
LSAC TOEFL code for the JD
CAS is 0058. TOEFL scores will
be part of the Foreign Credential
Evaluation document that will be
included in the LSDAS law
school report. To use the JD
CAS, log in to your online
account through www.lsac.org and
follow the instructions for
registering for the service. Please
be sure to print and promptly send
a Transcript Request Form to
each institution. Qiestions about
the JD CAS can be directed to
LSAC at (215) 968-1001 or
lsacinjo@lsac.org.

BAR REQUIREMENTS

Before beginning the study oflaw,
applicants to the College of Law are
urged to obtain information
regarding character and other
qualifications for admission to the
Bar from the Board of Bar
Examiners in each state in which
they plan to practice.
JOINT-DEGREE APPLICATION

Applicants interested in the
joint-degree programs must submit
all required materials to the law
school, as described above, as well as
make a separate application to the
appropriate graduate school.
SEAT D EPOSIT

If admitted, a non-refundable
deposit of $200.00 is required to
reserve your seat at the College of
Law. Please note the seat deposit
deadline on your letter of acceptance.
This deposit will be credited to your
tuition upon registration.

To apply online, or for
additional College of Law
admissions information,
visit www.law.fsu.edu.

Rules, policies, fees, dates and courses described in
subject to change without notice.
Florida State University encourages applications fo
qualified students regardless of color, race, religion, na
disability or marital status.
Applicants With Disabilities: It is the policy of Flo
comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (AI
Rehabilitation Act, and state requirements regarding a
with disabilities. Under those laws, no qualified indivi,
may be denied access to or participation in College or 1
programs or activities, solely because of their disability
will provide reasonable accommodations for students v
disabilities to the extent that it is feasible to do so, but ·
make accommodations that are unduly burdensome or
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Rules, policies, fees, dates and courses described in this publication are
subject to change without notice.
Florida State University encourages applications for admission from
qualified students regardless of color, race, religion, national origin, gender,
disability or marital status.
Applicants With Disabilities: It is the policy of Florida State University to
comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, and state requirements regarding applicants and students
with disabilities. Under those laws, no qualified individual with a disability
may be denied access to or participation in College or University services,
programs or activities, solely because of their disability. The College of Law
will provide reasonable accommodations for students with recognized
disabilities to the extent that it is feasible to do so, but the College does not
make accommodations that are unduly burdensome or that fundamentally
alter the nature of its programs.
Because extensive accommodations are provided for taking the LSAT, the
College of Law will not waive the LSAT or disregard an applicant's LSAT
score because of disability except in extremely unusual circumstances. An
indication on the LSDAS report that an applicant took an accommodated test
will not be the basis for discrimination.
Applicants are not required to indicate on the application for admission
whether they have a disability. Applicants who wish to have a disability
considered as a factor in the admissions process, however, must disclose the
disability at t he time of application and provide an explanation of why it is a
factor in evaluating the applicant's qualifications for admission. If the
applicant wishes the disability to be considered as a factor, it may be necessary
for the applicant to provide appropriate documentation of the disability. For
further information relating to documentation, please contact the Director of
Admissions at (850) 644-3787. This document is available upon request in
alternate format for individuals with print-related disabilities.
This viewbook is not a contract, either expressed or implied, between the
FSU College of Law and student, but represents a flexible program of the
current curriculum, educational plans, offerings and requirements, which may
be altered from time to time to carry out administrative, academic and
procedural purposes and objectives of the College. The College specifically
reserves the right to change, delete or add to any provision, offering, academic
curriculum, program or requirement at any time within the student's period
of study at the College. The College further reserves the right to require a
student to withdraw from the College for cause at any time. Admission to the
College or registration for a given semester does not guarantee the availability
of a course at any specific time.

TOEFL R EQU IREM ENT
REQUIRED FOR
NON-NATIVE ENGLISH
SPEAKERS

In addition to submitting all
materials for admission, applicants
whose native language is not English
are required to take the Test of
English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL).
MINIMUM SCORE

Applicants seeking admission to
the College of Law are required to
have a minimum score of 600 on the
paper-based TOEFL and 250 on the
computer-based TOEFL.
B AR R EQUIREMENTS

Before beginning the study oflaw,
applicants to the College of Law are
urged to obtain information
regarding character and other
qualifications for admission to the
Bar from the Board of Bar
Examiners in each state in which
they plan to practice.
J OINT-D EGREE A PPLICAT ION

Applicants interested in the
joint-degree programs must submit
all required materials to the law
school, as described above, as well as
make a separate application to the
appropriate graduate school.
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SEAT DEPOS IT

If admitted, a non-refundable
deposit of $200.00 is required to
reserve your seat at the College of
Law. Please note the seat deposit
deadline on your letter of acceptance.
This deposit will be credited to your
tuition upon registration.

To apply online, or for
additional College of Law
admissions information,
visit www.law.fsu.edu.
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Florida State University
College of Law Academic Calendar. 2007-2008
FALL 2007
Classes Begin ........................................... August 27
Labor Day (Holiday) ............................... September 3
Veterans Day (Holiday) ................ ....... . November 12
Thanksgiving (Holiday) .................. November 22, 23
Classes End .................. .............. ......... November 30
Exams Begin .......................................... December 3
Exams End ........................................... December 14
December 15
Graduation
SPRING 2008
Classes Begin ............................................ January 9
Martin Luther King Day (Holiday) ............... January 21
Spring Break ......................................... March 10-14
Classes End ....................... ........................... April 17
Exams Begin ....... .......................................... April 21
Exams End ......................... ............................. May 2
Graduation ...................................................... May 3
SUMMER 2008
May
Classes Begin
May
Memorial Day (Holiday observed)
Summer for
Undergraduates Program ................... May 19-June
Classes End .................... ........ ...... .. ............. June
Exams Begin
Exams End

12
26
13
26

Florida State University
College of Law Academic Calendar: 2008-2009
FALL 2008
Classes Begin ................. .. ...... .................. August 25
Labor Day (Holiday) .............................. . September 1
Veterans Day (Holiday) ......................... November 11
Thanksgiving (Holiday) .... ................ November 27, 28
Classes End ......................................... November 25
Exams Begin
December 1
Exams End
December 12
December 13
Graduation
SPRING 2009
Classes Begin ......................................... January 12
Martin Luther King Day (Holiday) ............... January 19
Spring Break ........................................... March 9-13
Classes End ............................................... ... April 20
Exams Begin ............................. .................... April 27
Exams End ...................................................... May 8
Graduation ...................................................... May 9
SUMMER2009
Classes Begin ................. ........ ...................... May 11
Memorial Day (Holiday observed) ................... May 25
Summer for Undergraduates Program ........ ........... TBA
Classes End .................................... ..............June 25
Exams Begin
Exams End
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